
      

      

      

      

      
       

 

FRESH FACE 

JOINS COMMITTEE 
At the 2019 AGM, new Committee member, 

Linda Munro, a part-time Human Resources 

Manager, accepted the role of NRAS 

Secretary. 
 

Linda, together with husband Paul, have 

been active members with the group for 

about 18 months as both  foster carers and 

event volunteers. 
 

“We moved to Ballina from Perth in 2013 with 

our two fur babies, Border Collies – Bonnie & 

Clyde,” said Linda. 
 

“We were looking for a big lifestyle change 

and loved the pace and community of the 

Northern Rivers,” continued Linda. 
 

“After losing Bonnie & Clyde  we needed 

to have dogs in our life again and joined 

NRAS as foster carers.  Fostering is so 

rewarding, and with time it has become a 

little easier to hand our charges over to their 

forever humans.” 
 

“After seeing the amazing and dedicated 

work being done by the volunteers and 

Committee, I wanted to contribute more.” 
 

 

 

 

 
Tough day at “the 

office” … 

Incoming NRAS 

Secretary, Linda 

enjoys a “meeting” 

with some of the 

team 

 

We are incredibly grateful that we were able 

to “successfully convince” Linda to jump 

onboard and extend her a very warm 

welcome. 

 

 

Linda, and husband Paul, welcomed 

their new fur baby, Bailey, to the family 

in mid-2019.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The 2020 NRAS Committee:- 
 

President Jo Parker 

Vice President Joy Davies 

Secretary Linda Munro 

Treasurer Roger Matthews 

Committee Amy Gasnier 

Committee Michela Brown 

Committee Vicki Kelly 
 

 

 
Whilst we are staring down the calendar into 

MARCH, NRAS has been incredibly busy with 

three Adoption Days already under its belt. 
 

In the sweltering heat of early January, NRAS 

was able to utilise its newly completed Cat 

Cottage (complete with air-conditioning) to 

showcase the many cats & kittens in care. 
 

The group also took part in PetStock’s 

National Adoption Day on 15 February with 

both the Ballina & Lismore stores … once 

again thankful for this amazing partnership. 
 

But it was the monthly Adoption Day at the 

NRAS Rescue Shelter in early February that hit 

the record books with a total of 10 

Adoptions.   
 

 

 

And speaking of 

Adoptions … we 

love it when our 

NRAS Alumni pop in 

for a visit. 

Here is Nina 

(formerly Rosie) 

catching up with 

resident Dog 

Coordinator, Trish 

at the NRAS Op 

Shop. 
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Kitty Day Care 
 

So, the long-awaited Cat Cottage is now 

“almost” complete.  We are finalising the fit-

out and the outdoor cat enclosure, when 

weather permits. 
 

In the meantime, NRAS has been 

entertaining some house guests with Kitty 

Day Care.   

This has meant that foster carers can drop off 

their felines on the way to work knowing they 

will get fed and cuddled throughout the 

day.  Kitty Day Care has also allowed 

prospective adopters to visit the shelter for a 

mid-week meet & greet outside of monthly 

Adoption Days. 

 
The NRAS Cat Cottage features three cat 

rooms, each with a purpose-built cat condo  

that sleeps up to six and access to one of 

two external cat playgrounds plus a much-

needed laundry facility & drying area. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintaining our regular communication with 

Members & Volunteers, our NEXT Member 

Update will be held on Saturday 28 

March @10:00am at the NRAS Rescue 

Shelter – 61 Piper Drive. 
 

Hosting the next update at the shelter will 

allow an opportunity to inspect the new cat 

cottage (if you haven’t seen it already); hear 

about what’s been happening and our 

future plans. 
 

We hope to see you there …  

BYO chair!!!! 

 
 

The NRAS team love to receive updates from 

families who share stories of how life has 

IMPROVED not only for our four-legged 

friends but for the human lives these 

beautiful creatures have touched. 
 

C565 Salem was a black kitten, one of six 

surrendered to NRAS. 

Back in July 2019 when he was about 12 

weeks-old he was fortunate to be adopted 

by a wonderful lady who bestowed upon 

him the prestigious name of Montague Noir.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

MN is totally loving 

the Booyong 

farming life as his 

Mum, Niki will attest 
 

 

 

“Noir is the sweetest 
cat ever.  Here I am 
with him in one hand 
and a chicken in the 
other!!!  He comes to 
feed the chickens and 
horse with me and is 
getting on super well 
with the dog and cat.  
He is SUCH a friendly 
guy!!!!” 
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Back in March 2018 and again in November 

2019, a select group of members and 

volunteers took part in Strategic Planning 

sessions. 
 

These sessions were designed to look at how 

the organisation had evolved and where it 

was heading into the future. 
 

With that said, the Committee agreed to 

circulate the session notes and gather buy-in 

and feedback so that everyone had a stake 

in the Strategic Plan and NRAS’s future 

direction. 
 

Responses were returned by the 28 February 

deadline where volunteers indicated the 

projects or tasks they would like to be part of. 
 

 

 
 

 

NO, the Strategic Plan definitely won’t be 

going on a shelf  … but instead, a 3 Year 

Business Plan will be developed giving 

priority to all the actions needed to take 

NRAS forward into 2020 and beyond. 
 

We look forward to sharing the results with 

the wider NRAS group as the year unfolds. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Besides playing with gorgeous pooches at 

Adoption Days, newly elected Secretary, 

Linda Munro’s, first duty as the group’s Public 

Officer was to attend and accept a very 

generous donation from the Anglican 

Dioceses at their Sunday 23 February service 

in Ballina. 
 

This is the second time in recent years that 

NRAS has been a recipient of funds raised by 

the congregation and we are, as ever, truly 

grateful. 

  

Who doesn’t love STATS!!!!! 

ANIMALS IN CARE (to January 2020, as 

presented at the February Committee 

meeting) indicate: 
 

 In Care 

Previous 

Month 

Taken 

Into 

Care 

 

Adopted 

 

Deceased 

 

In Care 

Dogs 5 5 6 0 4 
 

Cats 32 16 15 1 32 
 

TOTAL 37 21 21 1 36 

 

 

And we continue to “kick goals” with our 

Subsidised De-sexing Program with … 

64 DOGS & 58 CATS de-sexed this financial 

year. 
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And the NRAS team have been very mindful 

of keeping the door closed recently, 

especially with a few “house guests” at the 

Piper Drive Shelter. 
 

After receiving word that Lismore Council 

Pound was “full” NRAS offered to take some 

of their dogs into care. 

Again, with limited foster carers there was no 

alternative than to house three of the 

beautiful babies at the Shelter. 
 

The NRAS volunteers stepped up (yet again) 

to manage the roster duties of cleaning out 

kennels, walking and feeding the pooches 

plus giving them a bit of TLC following their 

de-sexing operations. 

 

10-month-old LEO, 

certainly captured a 

few NRAS hearts with 

THAT FACE … 

 

 

 

 
 

 

As we went to print … it was heart-warming 

to report that six of the seven dogs taken 

into care by NRAS had been (or were in the 

process of being) adopted.  However, 

another five surrenders were expected at 

the Shelter in the coming week. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAN YOU OPEN YOUR  
HEART & HOME AND BECOME 

A FOSTER CARER? 
 

Whilst NRAS has a wonderful facility at its 

Piper Drive Shelter, the philosophy remains 

that dogs & cats are happier in a foster 

home. 
 

Not only do they feel loved, but it is known to 

assist with rehabilitation (if required), 

socialisation and make them better 

equipped to cope with their new 

environment when they are ultimately 

adopted. 
 

More NRAS foster carers are always needed 

either due to an influx in litters & surrenders; 

existing carers having a break or going away 

or the need for specialised care, such as 

hand-rearing or if isolation is required. 
 

 

Charlie is one of NRAS’s BEST foster carers.   

Here he is looking after some puppies staying at 

his house.  

 
Foster carers are fully supported by our 

volunteers with food, bedding, litter (for cats) 

and veterinary care & medication all 

supplied and paid for by NRAS. 

Download an application at:  

www.northernriversanimalservices.com;  call 

the office weekdays 10:00am – 4:00pm on 

6681 1860 or email:  nras@live.com.au  
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